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Executive Summary

This monthly report is from the Office of Health Equity in the Virginia Department of HealtHt
provides an overview of vacination equity in the Commonwealth of Virginia, including key equity
accomplishments, forMarch 2022.

4EEO OADPI OO0 AT i PAOAO 6EOCETEA8O ANOEOAAI AheOAAAET A
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), namelgl®vare, the District ofColumbia,

Maryland, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. This report explores vaccine trends ouvane,

vaccination hesitancy, and equity considerations for vaccine distribution. An overview oécent

legislative, executive, anchdministrative actions is also included. Key findings include:

Impact of the Omicron Variant
In January2022, VDH announcethat it will no longer contact trace each cse of COVH29
but will insteadfocus their efforts on outbreaks and cases in higék settings. This change is
due to several factors including the recent surge in cases and the shorter incubation pefriod o
the Qmicron variant. These factors make it harder to contact trace each caSeurcs.
On January 20, Governor Youngkin issued an executive order that will continue to offer
hospitals, nursing homes, and other health care providers extra flexibility as they deal with the

latestCOVIb 0 OOOCA8 (A Ai 01 1 AEA 100 OEA AAOAEI O A
prioritize vaccine education, outreach, and distribution, and tackle testing supply shortages
(Sourcs.

In early February, Virginia health leaders announced that while they are confident that the
Commonwalth has seen the worst of then@cron variant surge,new COVIB19 infections are
still at historically high levels The @nicron variant continues to be the most dominant form of
COVIBR19 worldwide and in Virginia Gource Sourcs.

In March, the highly contagious BA.2 swfariant of Omicron became the most dominastrain
in the U.Sand in the world(Sourc§

Trends inAverage Daily Cases
The highest number of average daily cases in Virginia for the montiafch was onMarch 1st
at 18.5cases per 100,000 people. That number continued to fall throughtietmonthand by
March 29h, the number of averag daily cases had fallen to 8cases per 100,000 people
(Sourcsg.
Sincethe end of Novembe2021, Virginia saw the highestumber of average daily cases the
month ofJanuary2022and saw a fall in cases during Februaand March(Sourcs.
On January 13, 2022, the average number of daily cases in Virginia peaked at [267.3
100,000. This is compared to 17.8 per 100,000 on November 27, 208101.2 per 00,000
on February 1, 2021By the end of March, that number had dropped even further to 8.7 cases
per 100,000 peopléSourcy.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/why-virginia-is-ending-contact-tracing-amid-omicron-variant
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/youngkin-lays-out-covid-action-plan-for-virginia
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/covid-cases-deaths-continue-fall-globally-reports-rcna18261
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/virginia-peak-covid-19-omicron-surge/291-45dfb996-d110-4da0-8f80-0e32366193c7
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/29/health/ba2-variant-covid-cases.html
https://www.mayoclinic.org/coronavirus-covid-19/map/virginia
https://www.mayoclinic.org/coronavirus-covid-19/map/virginia
https://www.mayoclinic.org/coronavirus-covid-19/map/virginia

Vaccination Rates
At the end oMarch2022,72.5u 1 /& 6 E O C Ednkvdsdully vazdinaténl addB0% had
received one dose of the vaccirfgo(irce.

Impacts on Children
On January 26, a child younger than tdied after contracting COVIE19. The child was the
eighth Virginia child under ten to die from the viruspurce).
In the RoanokeCity Alleghany Health Districtsaround 11 percent of the new COVID cases
were in children during the month of Februarysurcg.
As of March 34, 2lindividuals younger than 20 have died from COWVIB in Virginia
(Sourcs.
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https://www.mayoclinic.org/coronavirus-covid-19/vaccine-tracker
https://www.wsls.com/news/virginia/2022/01/26/eighth-virginia-child-younger-than-10-dies-after-contracting-covid-19/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/roanoke-sees-covid-19-cases-continue-to-trend-downward/ar-AAUu9MI?ocid=uxbndlbing
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/

1. Key Equity Announcements and Critical Updates

This section details equityrelated announcements regarding COVH29 in the Commonwealth of
Virginia during the month. It also provides information on critical updates relevantto6 EOCET E A
responses to COVIEL9. Equity announcementsand critical updatesfrom Marchinclude:

60

1 March 1: The CDC updated it€OVID19 Monitoring System signaling a new phase of the
pandemic. Rather than attempting to eliminate all spread of COYI®, the new approach
focuses on limiting severe illness and preventing strain on local health care systenBue to
the CDC announcement and a low COVID level in Alexandria and most of Northern
Virginia, the Alexandria Health Department (AHD) announced that masks are now optional
in City faclities (Source.

1 March 2:Beginning Friday, March 4, the Hampton & Peninsula Health Districts will be
holding free weekly COVID19 testing clinics. The clinics will be on Fridays only, at both the
Peninsula Health District (416 J Clyde Morris Blvd, Newport News, VA 23601) and the
Hampton Health District (3130 Victoria Blvd, Hampton, VA 23661). The clinics will take
placeevery Friday, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.nilhe clinics will be by appointment only (Sourcs.

i March 2: The Piedmont Health District announced that iwill offer a free COVID19
vaccination clinic on Wednesday, March 9 from noon to 3 p.m. at Crossroads Community
Services Board Town HouséSource.

1 March 2:The Virginia Beach Department of Public Healtannounced that itwill host a free
COVIDB19 vaccination clinic Saturday March 5, from 10 a.amoon at Kingdom Cathedral
(Sourcs.

announced that itwill return to the local fari AOO8 | AOEAO OEEO xAAEAT A O
home COVIBL9 test kits free of charge. A limit of two test kits per person will be available

to adults 18 and older on a firstcome, firstserved basis while supplies last. The free rapid

at-home test kits will be distributed Saturday, March 5 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Danville

&AOI AOOS - AOEAO(oud w # OACEAAA 308

1 March 4:VDH released a statement about the recent increase in COMI®related deaths.

The recent surge in COVIR9 casegin January and February)ue to the Omicron variant
resulted in an increase in COVI19-associated deaths, an¥DHbeganto observe these
expected increasesn death certificates received Sourcé.

1 March 4:Sate vaccination coordinator Christy Gray, M.P.H., director of the Division of
Immunization in the Office of Epidemiology, released a statement on the full licensure of the
Moderna COVIBL19 vaccine. PartgE O E A O O A OBl VAdinia Depdrthéntof Haalth
(VDH) is pleased that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) decided to grant full
licensure to the Moderna COVIEL9 vaccine for persons ages 18 years and older and that
the Centers for Diseas€ontrol and Prevention (CDC) recommended the approved vaccine.
This action comes after rigorous review and study by scientists and other researchers at the
FDA and the CD& &oujce
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https://www.alexandriava.gov/news-ahd/news/2022-03-01/city-of-alexandria-provides-covid-19-updates-cdc-updates-covid-19
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/hampton-peninsula-health-districts-to-hold-weekly-covid-19-rapid-testing-clinics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/8710-2/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/virginia-beach-health-department-to-host-free-covid-19-vaccination-clinic-saturday-march-5/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/pittsylvania-danville-health-district-to-distribute-free-covid-19-test-kits-this-weekend/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-news-releases/omicron-surge-in-cases-leads-to-increase-in-covid-19-associated-deaths-being-added-to-the-virginia-department-of-health-covid-19-dashboards/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/statement-from-virginia-state-vaccination-coordinator-christy-gray-on-full-licensure-of-moderna-covid-19-vaccine/

1 March 7:The Virginia Beach Department of Public Healthnnounced that itwill host a free
COVID19 vaccination clinic Wednesday March 9, from 4:36:30 p.m. at New LighBaptist
Church(Sourcs.
1 March 8:VDH announced that ifs sending text and voice rassages to residents in the
Mount Rogers Health District to remind them they are eligible for free booster shots against
COVID19.04 EA OA@OOTAAI 1 O AOA EOOO 1T1TA 11 0A xAU xA
know they can get a free booster dose of vaoe at many locations, including local health
AADAOOI AT 6OGh DEAOI AAEAOh AT A EAAI OE AAOA DOl OE
Population Health Managerdr Mount Rogers Health District Gource.
1 March 8:The City of Alexandriastated in a news releas¢hat the City is at a low COVIE19
level, according to the latest standards by the CDC. The Gityorecommendedusing FDA
approved COVIB19 home test kts (Sourcse).
1 March 9:The Piedmont Health Districtrescheduledthe free COVIBL9 vaccination clinic at
the Bacon District Elementary School, located at 840 Bacon School Road in Saxe, due to a
scheduling conflict. Oiginally scheduled for Thursday, March 10, the clinic will now be held
on Monday, March 14 from 8 to 11 a.n{Sourcée
i March 10: The Piedmont Health District will offer two free COVIBL9 vaccination clinics
Saturday, March 19. The first clinic will be from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Farmville Baptist Church
located & 132 N. Main St. in FarmvilleThe second clinic will be held from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
at Emmanuel Episcopal Churclokcated at 7825Howardsville Road in Buckingham $ource).
1 March 10:VDHannounced today thatseveral changes are being made to its COVID
dashboards. The changes are intended to streamline the information that is most helpful in
tracking COVIDB19 and its impacts on Virginia at this point in the pandemic. These changes
will better highlight curr ent COVIDB19 trends in Virginia and inform action.0O4 EOT OCET 60
the pandemic, we added more data points and different visualization tools to help the
community better understand the impact of COVIp whdé OAEA ! AOET ¢ 30A0A (
Commissioner Colin M. Greene, $h - 0 ( 8 O-A%clsEs céntinbiingdo decline, and
many communities relaxing restrictions, we are consolidating and focusing on the metrics
that matter the most in this new phase of the @andemic. In addition, to providemore
meaningful information, we have added a feature to several dashboards allowing the
selection of the last 3, 6, and 12 months of data, instead of providing only cumulative
OOAOESIDENA O8 06
1 March 10: The RappahannockRapidan Health District (RRHDannounced that itis sending
text and voice messages to residents in Culpeper, Fauquier, Madison, Oraage
Rappahannock counties to remind them theyra eligible for booster shots against COVID
19. The texts/calls are just one more way VDH is reaching out to let Virginians know they
can get a free booster dose of vaccine at many locations, including health care providers,
local pharmaciesand health departments around the stated EA | AOOACA xEI 1 OAA]
Department of Health records indicate you are eligible for a Booster COVID vaccine. To
schedule an appointment visit vase.vdh.virginia.gov or call (540) 308 1 x P&oplemay
aldl Cci  O1 OOEXNBE OICOIAA AA Ad AMAEJIDE. ! DPT ET O AT 06
f March 11:6 $ ( Gebtral Shenandoah Health District (CSHBJated that, beginning March
14,it will open a COVIB19 hotline to answer questions and provide information about
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/virginia-beach-health-department-to-host-free-covid-19-vaccination-clinic-wednesday-march-9/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/virginia-department-of-health-sending-texts-calls-to-remind-virginians-of-their-eligibility-for-free-boosters-against-covid-19/
https://www.alexandriava.gov/news-ahd/2022-03-08/city-of-alexandria-provides-covid-19-updates-use-fda-approved-covid-19-home
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/8734-2/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/piedmont-health-district-offers-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-in-farmville-buckingham/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/virginia-department-of-health-makes-changes-to-covid-19-dashboards-to-streamline-data/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/virginia-department-of-health-sending-texts-calls-to-remind-virginians-of-their-eligibility-for-boosters-against-covid-19/

COVID19 and related issues, including but not limited to: vaccirteons and appointments,
testing, symptoms, how to lower the risk of exposure, local and statewide conditions, and
what to do if someone thinks theymay have COVIEL9. As VDH shifts away from individual
case investigations, it is important for the Central Ifenandoah community to have an
accessible tool to ask questions if they are exposed to or test positive for COMm8 O4 E A
hotline will be a vital tool for people in our health district to obtain resources and
information regarding COVID19, and connectwOE D OAT EA EAAI OE OOAEAAO
OAEA $08 wl AET A 0AOOUh )1 OGAOEI S$EOAAOI O &£ O OE
living in the Central Shenandoah Health District needing COWI® information or
AOOEOOAT AA OEIT Ol APubidhehitk siek wilDde Bvailable Ao@ésiSt@ithA 8 6
COVIDB19 questions and concerns Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.the
hotline number is 1-855-949-8378 (Source.

1 March 11:The Southside Health Districeannounced that itwill offer a free COVID19
vaccination clinic Monday, March 21 from 1 to 5:30 p.m. at Brunswick High School located
at 2171 Lawrenceville Plank Road. The clinic, open to faculty, staff, students, parerasd
the community at large, will offer first, second, additional primay,and booster doses at no
cost (Sourcse.

i March 17: The Piedmont Health District announced that itwill offer three free COVID19
vaccination clinics next week. The clinics will offer first, seond, additional primary, and
booster doses of the COVHR9 vaccinesat no cost to the public. Thelinics will be held
outdoors (Source.

1 March 17:VDH announcedhat its Pittsylvania-Danville Health Digrict will distribute at -
home COVIBL9 test kits free of charge at two locations in Danville Saturday, March 19. A
limit of two test kits per person will be available to adults 18 and older on a firstome, first
served basis while supplies last $ourcse.

1 March 18:VDHannounced that the Community Vaccination Center (CVC) at thelitdiry
Circle Mall in Norfolk will close next week on Friday, March 25. Across the Commonwealth,
the VDH CVCs have administered more than 330,000 COMI®vaccines since they opened
in early October 2021. The CVC is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and close§umday and
Monday.The Norfolk Health Department will continue to use the Military Circle site after
the CVC closure, providindgree COVID19 vaccinations two days a week. Vaccines will be
offered on Tuesday from 2% 6 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.nz.2 p.m. beginning Tuesday,
April 5. There will be no appointments schedled. This will be walkin only (Sourcsé.

1 March 22: The Piedmont Health District announced the canciltion of the free COVIBL9
vaccination at Crenshaw United Methodist Church, located at 200 Church St. in Blackstone
due to potential inclement weather. The clinic was scheduled for Wednesday, March 23
from 3 to 6:30 p.m.At the time of the announcementthe event had not been rescheduled,
but Piedmont Health District staff will work to reschedule this vaccination clinic for the
earliest available opportunity (Source.

1 March 24: The Piedmont Health Districtannounced that itwill offer two free COVID19
vaccination clinics next week in Nottoway and Buckingham countiesn April 1stand 2nd,

The clinics will offer first, second, additional primary, and booster doses of the COVHD9
vaccines at no cost to the public. These clinics will be held outdogfSource.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/central-shenandoah-health-district-opens-covid-19-hotline/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/southside-health-district-offers-covid-19-vaccination-clinic-at-brunswick-high-school/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/piedmont-health-district-offers-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-in-nottoway-cumberland-and-amelia-counties/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/pittsylvania-danville-health-district-to-provide-free-covid-19-test-kits-at-two-danville-locations/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/8796-2/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/piedmont-health-district-cancels-covid-19-vaccination-clinic-in-nottoway-county/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/piedmont-health-district-offers-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-in-nottoway-buckingham-counties/

1 March 24:The Three Rivers Health Districnnounced that residentswho are unable to
leave their home to receive the COVHD9 vaccine are eligible to be vaccinated for free at
home. Interested participants can call (804) 8154191 to schedule an appointment.
06 AAAET AO OAI AET AOEOEAAI AO OEA AEOOOEAO OOAI
continue to get vaccinated and demand decreases, we are hopeful that more meral
approaches to increase access will help us to reach those who remain unvaccinated,
AOPAAEAT T U xEEI A OEA OAAAET A AT A DPOI COAI AOA A

7EI 1T EAI Oh EAAI OE AEOAAOT O A£I O OEA dJeBisODEAO8 O)
our staff, volunteers, and partners to meet the needs of the community. Without their
dedication, this programwi O1 A 11T O AA Dl So@é&Al Ahd EA AAAAA j
1 March 30:The CDC announced that over half of the COVID cases in the U.S. areow
linked to the highly contagious Omicron subvariant known as BR. The subvariant is now
the dominant strain in the U.S. and in the worldafter having led to a surge of coronavirus
cases in Europe $ourcse.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2022-regional-news-releases/three-rivers-health-district-residents-can-receive-covid-19-vaccines-at-home-for-free/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/29/health/ba2-variant-covid-cases.html

2. Vaccination Equity in Virginia

At the end ofMarch, over 14 milion COVID19 vaccine doses havbeen administeredin Virginia,
and over 18 million vaccines have been receivedource. With 72.7% of the population fully
vaccinated (over 6 million peopleand up by 0.8% since last monh), Virginia ranks 11th in the
country for the percentage of the population that has been fully vaccinated against COMI®(last
month, Virginia ranked 10h) (Source). At present,81.4% of all Virginians have received at least one
dose of a vaccine$ource), which is above the 78% national total vaccination rate receiving at
least one dose $ourcg. Over 6 million Virginians have been fully vaccinated, representing?.7% of
the population, which is above the65.5% national total fully vaccinated rate Source. On average,
Virginia is administering approximately 3,354 vaccinations per day(down from 7,721 vaccinations
per day in February) (Sourcs.

Figure 1: Vaccinations by Age (One Dose)

Vaccination Count
By Age Group

Percent of the Population Vaccinated with At
Least One Dose - By Age Group
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94.7%

86.9%

As seen in Figure 1, VDH reports the following age ranges:-88, 7584, and 85+ Sourcé. At the
end ofMarch, 94.8% of those ages 65+ were vaccinatedpurce. That is0.3% higherthan the rate

of 94.5% last month.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccines-received/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-total-admin-rate-total
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/

Vaccinations for Under 45

The reported age ranges in Virginia ares-11, 12-15, 1617, 18-24, 2534, and 35-44. As seen on
6$( 6O -#Ydéshbhard57.8% of those younger than 18 have been vaccinated with at least one
dose, upby 1.1% from last month. 86.4% of individuals older than 5 and90.8% of individuals older
than 12 have received at least one doseip by0.6% and0.5% respectively since last month
Furthermore, 92.2% of the population over the age of 18 have been vaccinated with at least one
dose, up by 05% from last month. Data are also reported by each age group for percentages of the
population vaccinated with at least one dose42.4% of 5-11 year olds(up from 40.8%), 74.5% of
12-15 year olds(up from 73.8%), 77.0% of 16-17 year olds(up from 76.4%), 77.0% of 18-24 year
olds (up from 76.3%), 77.8% of 25-34 year olds(up from 77.1%), and 84.0% of 35-44 year olds(up
from 83.5%) (Source.

Race and Ethnicity

Figure 2: Vaccination Count and Percent of Population Vaccinated by Race and Ethnicity
(One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Eligible Population Vaccinated
By Race and Ethnicity with At Least One Dose - By Race and Ethnicity*
Asian or Pacific Islander . 557,653 Asian or Pacific Islander _ 91.2%

Black

1,031,958

Black 64.1%

Latino

634,968

Latino 81.9%

Native American | 28,464

Native American
Other Race I 325,278 White

oM M M M aM 0% 50.0% 100.0%
People Vaccinated Percent Vaccinated

114.6%

66.8%

(=]

Not Reported: 1,028,623

Source

Note: The percentage of Native Americans that are vaccinated can be above 100% for two reasons.

1. There are small numbers of vaccinations and small population estimates for Native Americans
at the city/county level in Virginia. VDH gets population estimates from the National Center
for Health Statistics (NCHS). For example, there were 3 Native Americacinations in a
county. Population estimates say there were only 2 people who identify as Native American in
that same county. This means that the data would say there were 3 vaccinations over 2 people
in the population. This would equal 150%, or a percegaover 100%.

2. Some people may identify that they are Native American and mrdtie when they are getting
their vaccine. They will be categorized as Native American only in the data system. This is
because population estimates from NCHS do not include imalte as an option. If there was a
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/

multi-race option, a person who identified as Native American and mtdtte would be in the
multi-race population estimates.

As shownabovein Figure 2, as oMarch 30h, the key race and ethnicity breakdowns for those
receiving at least one dose are as followsvith little change since last month}
First, Blacks have received 17% of all vaccinations and4.1% have been vaccinated with
at least one dose.
SecondLatinos have received 10.%o of all vaccinations and31.9% have been vaccinated
with at least one dose.
Third, Asians or Palffic Islanders have received 3% of all vaccinations and 91.% have
been vaccinated with at least one dose.
Fourth, Whites have received 6.7% of all vaccinations and 66.% have been vaccinated
with at least one dose £ource.

Figure 3: Cases by Race and Ethnicity

Cases by Race and Ethnicity” - Cases by Race and Ethnicity” -
Virginia All Health Districts

Asian or Pacific Islander 24,386 Asian or Pacific Islander 24,336

Black

105,556 Black 105,556

Latino 43,571 Latino 43,971

Native American | 1,955 Native American | 1,955

Other Race 23,676 Other Race 28,676

Two or more races | 3,511 Two or more races | 3,511

White 245,061 White 245,061

Source
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important to focus efforts on vaccination. Moving forward, continuing to collect data on race and
ethnicity will be crucial to making more progress on vaccine equity in Virginia This isespecially
true given theknown increased and disproportional tisks faced by historically marginalized
populations in experiencing the worst effects and outcomes of COVII, including death.

Rural Areas

Figure 4 below displays the rural (nonmetropolitan) areas in Virginia as defined by the Office of
Management andBudget (OMB) Gource. Areas in pink are rural localities while areas in beige
are considered nonrural (as defined by the OMB).
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf

Figure 4: Rural and Non-Rural Areas in Virginia

_l Rural Localities

I:l Non-Rural Localities

Source

Rural areas, espeaeilly in south-central and southwest Virginia, continue to have lowewaccination

rates as compared to other areas of the state, although there aemeimprovements, primarily
concentrated in the north-central and northeastregions (Figure 5). \Accination hesitancy continues

to be an issue throughout the Commonwealth. Thraghout March, and as seen in Figure 6, Virginia

saw a notedimprovement in highly elevated risk levels across the CommonwealtiTo compare,

every county in Virginia was red in Januarywith all regionsAAET ¢ A O, S0 théteQnas aOE OE 6
notable improvemert by the end of March(Source.

Figure 5: Vaccinations by Locality z Rate per 100,000 Population

At Least One Dose Rate per
100,000 Population

43911 - 47263

47264 - 50871
M 50872 - 54755
M 54756 - 58935
M 53936 - 63435
M 63436 - 68277
M 68278+

People Not Mapped : 1,075,719

Source

Vaccine Equity Report |April 2022 11
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Figure 6: COVID-19 Risk Levels by Locality in March
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Risk Levels Green Yellow Orange Red

Source
Infections and Deaths Since Vaccine Availability

VDH continues to note how the data reveal thataccinations have saved live§Source Sourcé.
Despite some progress in recent months, disparities remain in infections and deaths since the
availability of vaccines, especially concerning: 1) race; 2) age and sex; and 3) urlraral divides.

As shown in Table 1, disparities detailed in earlier reports remainiVhites represent 61% of he
population, 55% of casesand 67% of deahs. Blacks represent 19% of the ppulation yet 23% of
cases (Ip by 1% since last month) and 23% of deathd-urther, Hispanicsmake up10% of the
population yet 15% of casesand 6% of deaths When comparing the percentages in the population,
both Blacks and Hispanics still disproportionately contracCOVID19, and Blacks
disproportionately die from it.

Table 1: Comparisons of COVID-19 Cases, Deaths, and Population

% of Cases % of Deaths % of Total Population
White 55% 67% 61%
Black 23% 23% 19%
Hispanic 15% 6% 10%
Asian 4% 3% 7%
Source
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https://www.kff.org/statedata/custom-state-report/?i=464095~464104~32128&g=va&view=3

Second, patterns concerning cases amgtaths by age and sex remain similar iMarch asthey were

in previous months. Concerningcases and ageéhose aged between 2689 continue to comprise the
segment of the populationwith the single largest number of cases. Concerning cases and sex, those
identifying as females tend to represent more COVHDO casesConcerningdeaths andage, as
expected, thog ages 50+ comprise most of the deaths from COVID with noted risesin deaths for
successive age groups and with the bulkf @eaths occurring in the age 86 category. Concerning
deaths and sex, those identifying as male tend to die at a higher rdban those identifying as

female.

Figure 7: Cases of COVIDB19 in Virginia: Demographics
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Figure 8: Deaths by COVID19 in Virginia: Demographics

Deaths by Age Group - Virginia

16

-1 If;
40-49 Io‘u

09 =

2
7
=

+
=]
@

A
R

f=1]
e
o
=]

Deaths by Race and Ethnicity” -
Virginia

Asian or Pacific Islander I 101

BIaCk - =
Lating I a7

Native American
Other Race
Two of More races

14
19
1

Deaths by Sex - Virginia

e _ e
e _ he

Source

0.9 =

Asian or Pacific Islander

Deaths by Age Group - All Health Districts

1,354

10-19 1

-39 Iﬁ

40-49 Io‘%
a0+

A-2

@
o
=
n

G0-69

B2
R

Deaths by Race and Ethnicity” -
All Health Districts

101

BIaCK - =

97

Latino

Mative American 14

Other Race | 19

Two or moreraces 1

e _ B

Deaths by Sex - All Health Districts

e _ e
e _ hee

Third, as shown in Figures 9 and 10, urban and rural disparities continue t@kevident in terms of
cases as measured by rates per 100,000 people, whigbpearexacerbatedsincethe Omicron
variant led to a massive rise in riskhis last winter . More rural counties continue to show
disproportionate cases, with notdle concentrationsin the southeast, southcentral, and souttlwest
portions of the state. As was the case in previous months, rural counties disproportionately
experienced deaths related to COVHDI in March. Additionally, while there have not been any
major changes in couny-level divides on deaths, deaths iiMarch were more highly concentrated
across the southern andvestern portions of the Commonwealth.
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Figure 9: Cases of COVIDB19 in Virginia: Urban and Rural
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Figure 10: Deaths from COVID-19 in Virginia: Urban and Rural
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3. Vaccinations in FEMA Region 3

Virginia is a part of FEMA Region 3, which includes Delaware, the District of Columidiaryland,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. IMarch, Virginia ranked second in the regiorin terms of COVID
19 vaccine doses administered per 100 peoplesurce.

Regardingrisk levels in March (Figure 11),all of Region 3 continues to seaotable improvement
since January when the entire region was red\t present, the District d Columbiais the most at
risk in FEMA Region 3Virginia is the only state in the region to have some areas that agg high
risk levels, particularly in the central part of the stateThe Commonwealth ha¥99.4 new daily
cases, aaven-day moving averageat 9.4 new cases per 100,000 peopléast month, Virginia saw
1,707.9 new daily cases with a seveday moving average at 20.0 new cases per 100,000 people)
This places Virginiathird out of sixthin FEMA Region 3n terms of COVIBL19 risk level, an
improvement from January when Virginia came in secondo compare, h the month of January,
Virginia had 9,194.0 new daily cases with a sevettay moving average of 107.7 new cases per
100,000 people.

Figure 11: COVID-19 Risk Levels by County across FEMARegion 3

State/County Rank Daily new Daily new
cases per cases (7d
100k people  moving
(7d moving avg.)
avg.)
F N
+] District of 12.6
Columbia
+] Delaware 10.5 ([ Y
+] Virginia 9.4 '
7S
¥] West Virginia 58 #‘ F 4
+] Maryland 5.0 :
+| Pennsylvania 4.7 _—
Risk Levels: Green Yellow Orange Red
Source

Further, as seen in Figure 12 below, updated FEMA data are available concerning linkages
between vaccination coverage (low to high) and rankings on theocial vulnerability index (SVI).
As shown below, Virginia particularly faces issues of high SVI and low vaccination coverage. In
Virginia, these issues especially affect the souttentral and southwest portions of the state.
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Figure 12: Percent of Pop ulation Fully Vaccinated by Social Vulnerability Index, FEMA
Region 3

*Counties with lower reporting completeness
for vaccination coverage should be interpreted with caution.
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FEMA Region 3 and Race/Ethnicity

All areasin FEMA Region 3 continue to show racial disparities in the percesges of vaccines
administered. Both Blacks and Hispanics/Latinos continue to see some improvements in
vaccination percentagesbut Blacks are still behind in vaccinationsVirginia remainsa leader in
working to closegaps between the percentage of cases and the percentage of vaccinations for
Blacks,Hispanics/Latinos, and Asians. Stillcomparing state vaccination rates by race and ethnicity
is challenging because of reportingnconsistency and missing data Source. Kaiser Family
Foundation data are current as ofFebruary 28, 2022.

Figure 13: Blacks as a Share of COVID-19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Black % of
Total

Location Population
Delaware 24% 22%
District of Columbia 57% 45%
Maryland 32% 30%
Pennsylvania 8% 10%
Virginia 23% 19%
West Virginia 5% 3%

Source
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https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

Figure 14: Hispanics as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Hispanic Hispanic %

% of of Total
Location Cases Population
Delaware 18% 10%
District of Columbia 14% 11%
Maryland 17% 11%
Pennsylvania 14% 8%
Virginia 15% 10%
West Virginia 3% 1%
Source

Figure 15: Asians as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Asian Asian % of

% of Total
Location Cases Population
Delaware 2% 4%
District of Columbia 2% 4%
Maryland 3% 6%
Pennsylvania 2% 4%
Virginia 4% 7%
West Virginia NA 1%
Source

Figure 16: Whites as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

White White % of

% of Total
Location Cases Population
Delaware 47% 61%
District of Columbia 21% 37%
Maryland 44% 50%
Pennsylvania 74% 76%
Virginia 55% 61%
West Virginia 92% 93%
Source
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

4. Trends Over Time

Two years into the COVIEL9 pandemic, there are still inequities in overall vaccination rates.
However, these inequitieshave declined over time. Overall, minorities have consistently had less
access to vaccinations, and lowenverall vaccination rates, than Wites. In addition, the #day
average increased during the winter due to the Omicron variant butascontinued to dedine since
the end of JanuaryAs part ofits efforts to address inequities, VDH is transitioning their ommunity
testing centers to a mobile clinic model in order to be able to reach areas that have low access to
testing. Theseitems are discussedurther, with a focus on racial equity, in the sections that follow.

Racial Groups as a Share of Total Vaccinations in Virginia

In Virginia, Whites make up 61% of the total population an®6.7% of the population with reported

race and ethnicity that havebeen vaccinated with at least one dosgown from 57.1% in January)

Blacks make up 19% of Virlg T EAG O O1 OAl  ®lof@h@dnédode VdccinAtd Qopylatiah o

(an increase of 0.1% since Januagnd no change since Februay8 p nb 1 /AopaldiecdGET EAS O
Hispanic and 10.%6 of the vaccinated population in Virginia is Latindan increase of 0.%6 since

Januaryand 0.1% since Februay8 ! OEAT O |1 AEA OP xb 1 &£ 6EOCET EAB8O0 C
and Pacific Islanders make up 9.4% of the vaccinateapulation in the Commonwealth(no change

since January) Source Source. While some progress has been made in closing the disparity gap

for vaccinations amongst racial groups, the Black population is notably betd other minority

groups in Virginia when it comes to vaccination percentages.

Furthermore, Blacks and Latinos carry an unequal burden of disease in Virginia when compared to
Whites and Asians as shown in Figure 17Vaccinations occur amongsBlacksat only 0.9 times the
rate of Whites. However, @ses and deaths oer amongst Blacks at 1.3 and 1.6mes the rate of
Whites, respectively. Amongst Latinos, vaccinations occut 4.2 times the rate of Whites(a 0.1

higher rate than January) Cases and dehs occur amongst Latinos at 1.4 and 1iBnes the rate of
Whites.VDH is currently working on addressing these health disparities.
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Figure 17: Racial and Ethnic Distribution of Burden of Disease in Virginia (according to
vaccinations, cases, deaths, and hospitalizations)

Rate Ratios This Month

This chart shows rate ratios for all the data through this current month (also known as cumulative through this month). Death data are not included for
individual local health districts due to small numbers.
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Doses Administered

In Virginia, the 7-day average of doses administered hakeen on the rise since the month of
October2021. Asof March 31, 2025 6 E O Gd&yl aterage®f vaccines administered wak 743
(in February, it was3,832) (Source. The peak humber of vaccines admintered in Marchwas on
March4hatc hgyuv @8 41 Al | bAadiired snAanGady Qtab 29,850 VadtiBes and
&AAOOAQUBO PAAE 1 ARV Adircd. Thes&theAd®id ¥irgitla generally
match that of the United States as a whole, which saw an increase in demand for vaccinasmiu
the winter months when thefirst Omicron variant was spreading ands now seeing a decrease in

demand from the second half of Januamgnward (Sourceé.
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Figure 18: Daily Number of Administered COVID -19 Vaccine Doses and 7-Day Average in the
United States
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5. Vaccine Hesitancy
With over 15.6 million vaccination doses administered, and nearly million people (81.4%)
OAAAET AOAA xEOE AO 1 AAOO 1 lsukpash thenbtionalordte@iZBEBILE A5 O OAA
(Source Sourcd. This percentageincludesthose who have received at least one dose as well as
those who are fullyvaccinated (65.46 of the U.S. populabn is fully vaccinated while 727% of
VirgE 1 EpApdil&ion is fully vaccinated). However, there is stilhearlyotb T £ 6 EOCET EA83O b
who has not been fully vaccinated $ource. Working to vaccinate a larger percentage of the
population and reducing vaccine hesitancy a important factors in combating the pandemic
especially given the rise of the recent Omicron BA.2 subvariant

Looking at nationwide trends from Kaiser Family Foundation pollingthere has not been much

changeover time between December 2020and February 2022 when it comes toindividuals who
saythatOEAU xEi 1 OAAAEET E Odd indicateithétowhilg 2 sainAhatAnEy waudiA A 8

not get vaccinated in January 202216% said the same itthe latest poll from February 2022

(Source. Over the months, that number has hovered around 16% with not much changdowever,

there have been some changes in attitudes in VirginidMay 2021 poll conducted by the Research

YT OOEOOOA A1 O 31 AEAT %wNOEOU j2)3wq AO 6#5860 7EI AA
E ¢gtTcuvwq OAEA OEAO OEAU xAOA O11 6 AO All 1T EEAI U
that 47% of OET OA 11 0 OAAAET AGAA 1 E wpTpyoGouchOA O1T1 O
Between these polls, both the percentage and the total number of those who waeret at all likely to

get vaccinated increased. More recent polls have either not been conducted yet or the results have

not yet been released.
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-trends
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/dashboard/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-dashboard/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17PqIBLjRTwyCWPRBE977BaY24E73QaGF/view

To combat vaccine hesitancyyDHis working to communicate thebenefits of vaccination to the
public. The VDHcoronavirus dashboard now displaysCOVID19 rates by vaccination status,
showing that the vast majority of those getting infected and those gettinigospitalized have not yet
been vaccinated Source).

More recent polling from the Kaiser Family Foundation indicated who remains unvaccinatedhe
most recentpoll is from February 2022. Of those adults who have not gotten a vaire:

67% are individuals under age 5(in January, it was 62%)

41% are between ages 319 (in January, it was 37%)

49% have a high school education or leggn January, it was 49%)

61% identify as Republican(in January, it was 62%)

32% have annual incomesess than $40k(in January, it was 33%)

55% reside in suburban areas and 2% in rural areas(in January, it was 43% and 22%

respectively)

29% are White evangelicalgin January, it was33%) (Source

Vaccination Mandates

At the federal level, vaccination mandates are facing some pushback. On September 9, 2021,
President Bidenunveiled an action plan to mandate vaccines for employers with 100 or more
personnel, federal workers, and healthcare providers§ource. VDH stated that it supports these
initiatives (Source. In January 2022, the Biden Administration withdrew its mandate following the
3O0POAT A #1 0008 O Fokdgriaiudiveréites hdve drobpied thed Baccine
mandates for employees but are still strongly encouraging students and staff to receive their
vaccines and boosters$ource. The White House released its March 2022 National COVID
Preparedness Plarwith an outline of its four key goals: (1)Protect against and treat COVIE19, (2)
Prepare for new variants (3) Prevent economic and educational shutdownsand (4) Continue to
lead the effort to vaccinate the world and save live§Source).

Many states and counties have enforced mandates of their own. California addw Jersey for
example, requirehealth care workers, government employeesand education workersto be
vaccinated.New York City Chicago, New Orleangnd San Franciscoequire proof of vaccination for
inside dining, gyms and other indoor activities. Los Angele€ounty requires proof of vaccination to
enter indoor bars, nightclubs, breweriesand wineries and requires people age 12 and older to be
fully vaccinated before entering public indoor placesThe cities ofWashington DC, Philadelphia
and Minneapolis/St. Paulrecently ended their vaccinerequirements for indoor dining (Source.

While vaccine hesitancy seems to be stagnating or even irasing in some areas, thesmandates
may provide a solution to ensure that the hesitant will still get vaccinated. Evenliesitancy
remains, the mandates may be an effective alternative for getting the persistentigsitant or
adverse vaccinated.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/NAT-COVID-19-PREPAREDNESS-PLAN.pdf
https://www.cnet.com/health/vaccine-mandates-cities-lift-requirements-as-covid-cases-drop/

6. On the Horizon
COVID19 cases surged in January, began to fall in February, and continued to decline in March.
Hospitalizations had been steadily increasingsince the end of summer and started to fall at the end
of January after hitting two peaks during the winter. The number of deaths was lower March and
in February than it was in January 2022 Vaccinationsin children ages 1217 and frequent testing
are essential to keeping children and staff healthy in schools.

6 EOCET EA6O OAAAET AOET 1T OAOAO AOA AAOOAO OEAT OAOA
6EOCET EA8O DPIi DOl ACEIT EAO 110 AAAT MEOIT U GAAAET AO
Recent reports showthat those who were unwilling to be vaccinated in late 2020were still

unwilling to be vaccinated in the fall of 2021. Mandates are an effective tool, but many are still

unwilling to get vaccinated and additional equity work remainsA continued effort to vaccinate a

larger percentage of the population and reducing vaccine hesitancy are important factors in

combating the pandemicMasking isalso an important tool in combding the pandemic.

Despite much progress, a continued focusiovaccine equity remains critical. Fears of virus spread
and breakthrough infections require the critical need to bolster vaccinatiorefforts across the
Commonwealth and center equity in policy and procedures. Given ongoing issues of inequities
concerningwho gets infected, as well as who dies from COVI®, equity must remain centered in
all government practice. Racial and ethnic disparities, as well as disparities between urban and
rural areas, remain a challenge.
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Appendix
Charging Statutes

2020 Appropriation Act Item 299 I. The Department of Health shall convene a workgroup, which
shall include the Commonwealth's Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer anebresentatives
of the Office of Health Equity of the Department of Health, the Department Bmergency
Management, and such other stakeholders as the department shall deeppropriate and which
may be an existing workgroup or other entity previously convened for aelated purpose, to (i)
evaluate the methods by which vaccines and other medicatiomecessary to treat or prevent the
spread of COVIEL9 are made available to the public; (iijdentify and develop a plan to implement
specific actions necessary to ensure suafaccinesand other medications are equitably distributed
in the Commonwealth to ensure all residents ahe Commonwealth are able to access such vaccines
and other medications; (iii) makerecommendations for any statutory, regulatory, or budgetary
actionsnecessary to implementsuch a plan including: a) statutes regarding plans; b) regulatory
changes; c) budgetarghanges; d) changes needed to the any Virginia vaccination plan.
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